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* Translation by Enoki Miyuki and adapted by Jennifer Guest. I appreciate the comments by participants of the Economic Thought in Early Modern Japan conferences held at Tübingen University (May 29-June 1, 2008) and Columbia University (June 26-27, 2009 ). Particular gratitude goes to Enoki Miyuki and Jennifer Guest.
1 Ōkura 1859. Ōkura was an agriculturalist in the second half of the Tokugawa era who researched and taught agricultural techniques during his travels around Japan.
In the early Tokugawa period, sugar was a medicine that was handled by medicine wholesalers (yakushu ton'ya 薬種問屋). Sugar production was nearly nonexistent in Japan, and almost all sugar was imported from overseas; the one, but minor, exception was brown sugar production in Satsuma domain (today's Kagoshima prefecture).
2 Domestic cultivation and production of sugar began to increase in the eighteenth century, and in the first half of the nineteenth century became widespread in southwestern Honshu and in Kyushu, reflecting a shift toward domestic sugar production. Even though sugar was still a luxury item and Japan continued to import it, sugar had become widely known to the general population.
The domestic sugar policy not only influenced the development of cash crops, but also changed the economic thought held by the population and even affected the foundations of the shogunal government. In the following I will show the historical significance of these events. Two related terms are now used to describe policies of protectionism during the Tokugawa era: sakoku 鎖国 and kaikin 海禁. Sakoku emphasizes isolation from other countries in terms of diplomatic relations and the closing of borders, whereas kaikin emphasizes prohibition against the free exchange of people and goods by sea. It is well known that the Tokugawa shogunate traded with China (Ming and Qing dynasties) and the Netherlands, as well as conducting diplomatic relations with Korea and the Ryukyu Kingdom (today's Okinawa prefecture). 4 In a sense, it is therefore inaccurate to say that the He wrote the piece toward the end of his life, and the manuscripts were published in 1844 (Tenpō 天保 period), after he had died. 2 Sugar produced in the Satsuma domain was mainly brown sugar. Later, as will be discussed below, white sugar began to be produced as well, first in Sanuki province and spreading throughout the country (especially western Japan) by the Bakumatsu period.
